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HISTORICAL AND GENEALOGICAL NOTES. 

Hening, William Waller, the lawyer and collector of the 
Statutes of Virginia, 1624- 1792, married Anna Matilda Banks, 
and had issue : ( 1 ) Anna Matilda, married James Cabanis, Clerk 
of Williamsburg Court; (2) Betsy married (I.) Spotswood, 
(II.) Schermerhorn ; (3) Martha, married William Swann; (4) 
Virginia, married Abbott; (5) Maria Waller, died unmarried; 
(6) William Henry, who had land in Powhatan; (7) Rev. Ed- 
mund married three times, left one son, Crawford Hening. 

James Cabanis and Anna Matilda had the following issue: 
(1) Eliza Virginia, married William P. Underwood, Clerk of 
Surry, son of Thomas Underwood and Elizabeth Southall, sister 
of James Alexander Southall, Peyton Alexander, Frances Eliza- 
beth, George W., Matilda and Eleanor Southall, who married 
Samuel F. Bright; (2) George Henry married Martha Green 
and lived in Mississippi; (3) William Waller, died unmarried; 
(4) Robert, died unmarried; (5) Thomas Thompson, married 
Ella Gray and moved to California; (6) Juliana, married (I.) 
James Wilson, (II.) Charles B. Hayden. Other children who died 
young. 

William P. Underwood and Eliza Virginia Cabanis had: 
( 1 ) Anna Matilda, married Dr. J. W. Sessoms, of North Caro- 
lina; (2) William Southall, who married Louisa Ruffin; (3) 
John, who married Rosa Dillard; (4) James C, who married 
Emma Wagner; (5) Julia, married J. W. Whitley; (6) Mary 
Coleman, second wife of A. S. Edwards, present clerk of Surry 
County. 

Degrees Conferred. — The published list in the Historical 
Catalogue does not contain the names of all the persons upon 
whom honorary degrees were previously conferred. Probably the 
loss of the Faculty-Book covering this period, 1784 to 1817, ac- 
counts for this. Thus in February, 1785, the honorary degree of 
LL. D. was conferred on James Madison, subsequently President, 
Rives, Life of Madison, II., 6. In his letter apprizing him of the 
fact George Wythe, the Professor of Law, states that similar 
hbnors had been bestowed upon Benjamin Franklin, Daniel 
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Rittenhouse, Edmund Randolph and John Page of Rosewell. The 
degree conferred upon Rittenhouse was that of A. M. The 
diploma is given in Barton's Memoirs of Rittenhouse (pages 
593-597)- 

Independence. — Cumberland County, Virginia, was the first 
community explicitly to declare for the Independence of the 
United Colonies. This was done on April 22, 1776. The conven- 
tion of North Carolina on April 12, 1776, instructed its delegates 
in Congress to concur with the delegates from the other States 
for Independence, but unlike Cumberland County, gave no direct 
instructions to its delegates to move in the matter. Carter Henry 
Harrison, of "Clifton," Cumberland County, brother of Ben- 
jamin Harrison, the signer, was the author of the Cumberland 
resolutions. See Quarterly, II., 252-255. Hon. Carter H. 
Harrison, of Vinita, Powhatan County, says in a recent letter: 
"My great-great-grandfather, the 1st Carter H. of the name, 
built the old family mansion "Clifton," which is still standing, 
and in a good state of preservation. He had a son Carter who 
died when quite a young man. From his son Randolph Harrison 
nearly all of the James River Harrisons now living are descended 
except the Lower Brandon Harrisons. Randolph Harrison's 
son Carter was my grandfather. My father was Carter H. 
Harrison, major nth Va. Infantry, killed at Bull Run, July 18, 
1 861. Randolph Harrison's son, Carter, emigrated to Kentucky 
and from him came the two mayors of Chicago, Carter H., father 
and son." 

Sands, Alexander H. G., son of Thomas Sands, of Wil- 
liamsburg, was born in 1828, and died in Richmond in 1887. He 
was a lawyer and a law writer of note. He was author of Sands' 
"Suit in Equity," "Recreation of a Southern Barrister," and 
some other miscellaneous writings. He left an incomplete legal 
and constitutional history of Virginia. He entered the Grammar 
School of William and Mary in 1838, where he continued four 
years. He did not enter the regular College classes. The follow- 
ing extract from his autobiography gives an idea of the courses 
covered in the Grammar School: 

"I was sent to Dabney Brown, Esq., then the Professor of 
Humanity in William and Mary College. It was called the Gram- 
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mar School. Here at the age of 10 years I began the study of Latin. 
In some four years, I had read through the ordinary course, 
Corderius, Historia Sacra, Caesar, Ovid, Livy, Virgil, Sallust, 
Cicero, Horace, Terence, Juvenal and Persius, and had made 
some proficiency in Greek, reading beside Xenophon and Homer 
the authors collected in the Graeca Minora and Majora, and sev- 
eral of the writings of Isocrates for which I had then as now a 
special fondness. My French was very limited, Perrin's Fables 
and Voltaire's Charles the 12th, constituted my stock when I left 
school." 

Thornton-Taliaferro. — On page 92, Vol. IV, of Quar- 
terly, is an account of Francis Thornton, Jr. (born January 4, 
1682), and Mary his wife. It does not seem that there can be 
any doubt that the wife was Mary Taliaferro, daughter of John 
Taliaferro and Sarah Smith, his wife. John Taliaferro men- 
tions his daughter Mary in his will, dated June 1, 1715. The 
children of Francis Thornton and Mary, his wife, were Francis, 
Reuben, John, Sarah, who married Slaughter, and Alice, who 
married James Taylor (see Virginia Genealogies, p. 675 and see 
will of Reuben Thornton, Quarterly, IV., 160). Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Ward Doremus, of New York, writes as follows : "My 
great-grandfather, Gen. James Taylor, knew that Mary Thornton 
was the daughter of John Taliaferro, and spoke of it to my 
mother and others, but in his Journal where he speaks of Alice 
Thornton as having married his ancestor James Taylor, he did 
not go back into the Thornton line giving Alice's parents. I 
knew many of my Thornton and Taliaferro cousins in Kentucky 
as a child when I lived with my great-grandmother, Mrs. James 
Taylor (nee Keturah Moss), wife of Gen. James Taylor, of 
Newport, Kentucky. She was ninety-six when she died and I 
remember her well." 

Pendleton-Bowie. — In "Some Prominent Virginia Families, 
by Louise Pequet du Belief, Vol. 4, on page 230, 412, the state- 
ment is made that James Pendleton married Catherine Bowie, 
daughter of Governor Bowie, of Maryland. The author has 
probably borrowed this error from Rev. Philip Slaughter's "His- 
tory of Saint Mark's Parish." 
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Catherine Bowie Pendleton was born in 1747. Governor 
Bowie, of Maryland, was born in 1749, and was therefore two 
years younger than his alleged granddaughter. Catherine Bowie 
who married Col. James Pendleton in 1765 was a daughter of 
John Bowie, of "The Hill," by his wife Judith Catlett, daughter 
of Col. John Catlett. John Bowie, the father of Catherine, and 
his brother James Bowie settled in Caroline County, Virginia, 
in 1742. They were sons of Allan Bowie and belonged to the 
Bowie family of Denny, Sterlingshire, Scotland. Allan Bowie 
was the first of the Virginia branch to settle in this country. He 
was a brother of the founder of the Bowie family of Maryland. — 
/. 5". Carpenter, Pay Director, U. S. N., Boston, Mass. 

Freeman. — Christopher Holmes Freeman, of New Kent Co., 
married a daughter of Thomas Claiborne, and had (1) Thomas 
Claiborne Freeman, born about 1753 (who married Susan 
Latham) ; (2) Sarah, (3) Eliza Dandridge, (4) Mary Claiborne 
and (5) Frances, and (6) George Dandridge Freeman, which 
last was born Feb. 18, 1763. The Dandridge and Claiborne 
names are in every generation of the family. What was the 
name of Miss Claiborne, who married Freeman? And how did 
the name Dandridge enter the Freeman family? — Mrs. Lclia C. 
Handy, Barcroft, Virginia. 

Strother Family. — Heirs of William Strother, Gent., dec, 
(1) Anthony, (2) Elizabeth, married John Frogg on Nov. 9, 
I 73&> (3) Alice, married Henry Tyler, Clerk of Stafford Co.; 
(4) Anne, married Francis Tyler (brother of Henry Tyler) on 
May 17, 1744; (5) Agatha, married John Madison, clerk of 
Augusta Co. (father of James Madison, President of William 
and Mary College; (6) Jane, married Thomas Lewis, of Augusta 
Co. on January 26, 1749; (7) Margaret, married Gabriel Jones, 
attorney at law. Hamilton, Letters to Washington, III., 310; 
Overwharton Parish Register; Grigsby's Convention of 1776, &c. 



